
    Congregational Response                                                               VU 37  

                    “Gloria, Gloria, in excelsis Deo!                                                                                                               

                      Gloria, Gloria, alleluia, alleluia.  

                      Glory to God, glory to God, glory in the highest! 

                      Glory to God, glory to God, hallelujah, hallelujah!                                            

                    

                                             Our Response  

                                                                                                                                         
          Reflection                                                           

          Hymn                     “Each Blade of Grass”                                     MV 37  

                                                                                                                                               
         Prayers of the People & The Lord’s Prayer  

                                                                                               

                                                 We Are Sent Forth                  

                                                                                                         

       Closing Hymn       “God, Whose Almighty Word”                           VU 313 

 

            Commissioning     (please remain standing if comfortable) 

                               

         All:  We go from here into the wild unknown where 

                  God already is.  

                  May the blessing of God who reaches the heart  

                  lead us into the freedom of God’s holy creation, 

                  today and every day.                                                                                      
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                     “May God’s blessing surround you each day,                              

                          as you trust God and walk in his way. 

                       May God’s presence within 

                       guard and keep you from sin. 

                       Go in peace, go in joy, go in love, 

                       Go in peace, go in joy, go in love.   

                                                                                                             

             The Benediction   

 

             Three Fold Amen 

              

             Postlude                                              

                                                                
    

 

                                     

   

                                  Creation Sunday -  WILDERNESS 

 

 

                           
                        
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

                                                                                                                                                                                                                   
         We Gather As God’s People 

                                                                                                                

               Welcome / Church Life Reminders & Celebrations 

 

               Congregational Prayer Requests      

      

               Special Music 

 

          Call to Worship 

 
                 One:  In wilderness and wild places, in groans and breath, 

                             in birth and rebirth,  in fire and flame,  in pain and joy, 

                             beyond the familiar; encounter the Holy. 

                    All:  We gather in this place,  

                             separated from our usual spaces, 

                             to wonder, to laugh, and maybe to cry,         

                             to discover and to hope,  

                 and to meet God here among us.                                      
                                                                                                                                                                

          Opening Hymn       “Joy Shall Come”                                 VU 23                                                                                                                                                                                                         
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   Prayer of Approach         

 

           One:  Dare we venture into the wild places? 

             All: Wilderness spaces: 

                     frozen tundra, windswept outback, tangled bush, 

                     so much beauty, so much danger, so much uncertainty.        

                     Dare we find God present? 

                     In painful distress, disappointed hopes  

                     and abandoned dreams,                     

                     in our deep and anguished sighs and groans.         
            …Yes, God, you are here! 

                        Amen.                                  

                               

 

        Lighting the Christ Candle 

 

                     All:   “Let the Light of Christ fill this space.  Amen.”   

               

        Sharing the Peace of Christ  (please remain seated) 

 

                          One:  In God’s justice is our peace,                                                                          

                                    Christ calls us to live in unity with one another;                              

                                  … the peace of Christ be with you all. 

                           All:  And also with you. 

 

         Learning Together                                                  
                
         Prayer of Confession  

                               

       One: “No one who conceals transgressions will prosper, 

                  but one who confesses and forsakes them will have mercy.”    

 

                  Holy God of untamed, untapped places; 

                  there are times when we have felt completely abandoned,  

                  and have cursed you, and our lives; 

                  there are times when we have criticized others, failing to 

                  recognize their hurt, their dependence, their need. 

         All:  God, as mourner and midwife,  

                  breathe into us in mercy and care.                

                  There are times when we have walked carelessly in the 

                  wild places, wanting to make it ours, bend it to our will. 

                  We have tilled where we shouldn’t; 

                  we have chopped and burned when we should not; 

                  we have built large buildings to our own skill and glory; 

 

        God, as mourner and midwife, breathe into us in mercy and care.          

        There are times when we have not paid attention,  

        or blamed others for our own thoughtlessness and greed.  

        We have ignored the signs of warning; 

        we have been noisy in places of silence; 

        we have been silent when there was a need to speak. 

     God, as mourner and midwife, breathe into us in mercy and care. 

     Forgive our selfishness,   hear our prayer.       Amen. 

 

       Words of Assurance    

    

                                                                                                                                                                                       

                                          We Present Our Offering 
 

        Offering Invitation                                                                                                                                               

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          

      Offering Refrain                                                                               VU 541                                                                                      
                                                                                                                                                                                                    

                         “Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 

                           praise God all creatures high and low; 

                           give thanks to God in love made known: 

                           Creator, Word and Spirit One.  Amen.”                           

      

        Prayer of Dedication    (please remain standing) 

             

                One:  God of wild outback wanderings 

                 All:  we hear your call and feel your Spirit groaning, 

                          urging us into life. 

                          Stir up your gifts within us, that we may dare to 

                          care enough to bring love to birth.  Amen. 

                                       

    Anthem     “What a Friend We Have in Jesus”                               Besig    

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  

        We Listen For God’s Word    

 

 

    Prayer for Illumination                        (scripture from Creation Season) 

 

    Psalter                       Psalm 46                                                 (VU p. 770) 

    Hebrew Scripture      Joel 1: 17-20                                (pew Bible p. 740) 

    Christian Scripture    Romans 8: 18-27                         (pew Bible p. 919) 

 

                              One: This is the Word of the Lord. 

                               All: Thanks be to God.       

      


